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QUESTIONS OF THE HOUR.

OUR SHARE OF THE WORLD.*
REV. T. M. SLATER, SEATTLE, WASH.

One great hindrance to the progress of

missions in the past has been the slow-

ness with which we have come to realize

the magnitude of the undertaking. The

estimated population of the heathen world

is one billion. The full meaning of that

statement is almost beyond our compre-

hension. We are so limited in our knowl-

edge, so provincial in our acquaintance,

and must we not also add, so narrow in

our sympathies and lacking in Christian

love that the mere figures do not, and can-

not. tell the full story of the world’s need.

That the churches of Christendom have

failed to realize the greatness of the mis-

sionary enterprise is evidenced from the

fact that for the evangelization of these

billion souls we have now in the field

just fifteen thousand missionaries, with a

proportionate responsibility to each mis-

sionary of 600,000 souls; and for the

financing of our missionary work the

members of the Church as a whole are

contributing less than one-thirty-second

of one per cent., of their entire wealth.

If Christian missions were a mere inci-

dent, or side issue, of the Church’s life,

such a record might go unchallenged
;
but

if the evangelization of the world and

the establishing of Christ’s Kingdom is

*Address at Synod's Missionary Con-

ference, Friday, June 2, 1911.

the sole purpose for which she has been

called into being, and the supreme work

which she has been commissioned to do,

then we either do not realize how vast is

this “black mass of ignorance and misery

which welters upon the globe like a

chaotic ocean,” or knowing of it and

Christ’s purpose concerning it, we are

recreant to our duty.

During the past few years the Protes-

tant forces of the world have been meet-

ing together for the purpose of discuss-

ing and planning their missionary work

together. The conviction common to all

who have thus met is that we are not

grappling with the missionary problem.

After careful study it is agreed by all that

it is unreasonable to expect any sijigle

missionary, with the aid of his native

helpers, to be the means of evangelizing

more than 25,000 souls during his life

time. This is the very lowest basis upon

which it is hoped to preach the gospel to

every creature in this generation. And
even if the 15,000 missionaries now in

the field should each one be able to evan-

gelize his 25,000 souls, all working to-

gether with this success could not possi-

bly reach more than 375,000 000 out of

1,000,000,000, leaving the hopeless sum
of 625,000,000 unprovided for. If, there-

fore, the Church is to preach the gospel

to every creature on the basis of one mis-

sionary to every 25 000 souls, it is evi-

dent that we will have to increase our
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missionary force from 15,000 to 40,000

and our annual offerings from $25,000,-

000 to $80,000,000.

So much for the foreign mission prob-

lem of the Church as a whole. But what

part is America to have in this great cam-

paign for world conquest? Some think

we have all we can attend to at home, and

our home mission problems are serious

enough. According to a report just given

in the last General Assembly of the Pres-

byterian Church, over sixty per cent, of

the citizens of the United States are out-

side the membership of all the churches.

We learn from other sources that esti-

mating the population of North America

at 90,000,000, fully 60,000,000 of these

make no profession of Christ whatever.

Immigrants are coming to us at the rate

of one million a year, are living among
us and entering into the full rights of

citizenship, many of whom are as desti-

tute of spiritual enlightenment as the

pagans of Central Africa. This means

that the proportion of the non-Christian

to the Christian elements in our nation is

2 to 1. It also means that if America is

to be saved, and the future safe, each one

of us within the membership of the

churches will need to bring at least two

souls to Christ during our lifetime. In

some localities the proportionate respon-

sibility is even greater. In my own home

city, with a population of something less

than 250,000, the seating capacity of the

churches is less than 50,000. This means

that if Seattle is to be saved, and our

future safe, each one of us in the churches

there will need to bring at least five souls

to Christ during our lifetime. Nor do I

imagine that conditions there differ es-

sentially from those found in other cities.

The diligence with which Christians in

this country are seeking to fulfill the great

commission at home is poor evidence ^f

how fully we have realized the magnitude

of the home mission problem, or that we

are grappling with it successfully. But

home mission responsibilities do not re-

lieve us from our obligation to the for-

eign field. There is little room to dis-

cuss whether a soul is of more value to

Christ in one country than in another.

The principal difference between a pagan

in America and one in China is that the

one is so by his own choice, while the

other is so through necessity and the force

of circumstances. America owes a great

debt to those who in heathen lands are

without the means of salvation. In

view of our numbers and resources, it

is estimated that the churches of the

United States and Canada should be re-

sponsible for the evangelization of at least

600,000,000 of the entire heathen world.

As a matter of fact, this many people are

now living within the territory now occu-

pied by American missionaries. If 600,-

000,000 is our just share of the heathen

world, you will note that this sum is just

ten times the number for which we are

responsible at home. Numerically, our

foreign field is just ten times as great as

our home field.

And with what efficiency are the

churches of America grappling with

their foreign mission problem? For

the evangelization of these 600,000,000

justly considered our share of the

world, we now have on the foreign

field just 5,000 missionaries, with

a proportionate responsibility of 120,-

000 souls apiece; and for the financ-

ing of their work we are contributing a

little over $11,000,000 annually, or an

amount equal to less than one cent per

member per week. The churches of

America will never grapple adequately

with their foreign mission problem, or

take care of their share of the world on

the basis of one missionary to every 25,-

000 souls until our missionary force is
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increased from 5,000 to 24,000, and our

annual offerings are raised from $11,000,-

000 to $50,000,000.

But numbers are not the only factor,

nor even the chief factor, in the situa-

tion. Our foreign problem is more than

ten times as great as our home problem.

In the foreign field are difficulties known
nowhere else—a multitude of foreign lan-

guages; the handicap of unfriendly cli-

matic conditions; the prejudices, and, in

some cases, the open hostility of the non-

Christian religions; and, worse than all

else, the appalling degradation and ignor-

ance of the masses of the people to be

reached by the gospel. This is the extent

and these are some of the difficulties of

the foreign mission field, for which the

churches of America are responsible.

Now, bringing the question still closer

to ourselves, what share shall the Cove-

nanter Church have in the evangelization

of the world? The policy of the various

denominations is to avoid as far as pos-

sible all overlapping of territory or dupli-

cation of machinery. While no formal

partition of the world field has ever been

made, or definite agreement entered into

as to the occupation of locations, it is

none the less a well recognized policy of

missionary extension that churches under-

taking new work shall not enter fields al-

ready occupied, but seek new territory.

This is believed to be in accord with the

mind of Christ. And as a result of this,

churches long established in different

fields have come to look upon such terri-

tory as in an especial sense their ‘‘parish,”

and have from time to time announced,

either through their mission boards or their

highest courts, the share of the world’s

population for which they feel a distinc-

tive missionary responsibility.

For example, in 1903 the United Pres-

byterian Church, with missions in India

and Egypt, assumed responsibility for the

evangelization of 15,000,000 of people

within those countries. In 1907 the

Presbyterian Church officially recognized

its responsibility for evangelizing the100.000.

000 within the bounds of Pres-

byterian mission fields. In the same

year the Southern Presbyterian Church

pledged itself on behalf of the 25,000,000

assigned to its care. About the same time

the American Board recognized itself

bound on behalf of 75,000,000. Since

then the Baptists have set their responsi-

bility at G 1,000,000, the Methodists at

150.000.

000, the Southern Methodists at

40.000.

000 and the Dutch Beformed at

13.000.

000. In answer to the question,

“Will Canada evangelize her share of the

world?” the Baptists came forward with

pledges to care for 6,000,000, the

Presbyterians for 13,000.000 and the

Methodists for 14,000,000, and all other

Canadian Churches brought the total up

to 40.000,000, thus giving Canada the

honorable distinction of having gone fur-

ther than any other nation in accepting

their share of the world-wide responsi-

bility.

With all- these inspiring examples

around us, is it therefore surprising that

within recent years our own Church, with

missions in the Levant and in China,

should begin to feel a distinctive mission-

ary responsibility for those living with-

in the sphere of our influence ? Within the

districts in which our missions are located

are populations numbering fully 2,000,-

000 souls, dependent wholly upon us for

the knowledge of salvation. This is our

share of the world. While saying noth-

ing as to the right and duty of the Cove-

nanter Church to go anywhere and every-

where that the Master sends us with the

distinctive truths of our testimony, our

distinctive missionary responsibility as

we are now situated is toward the 2,000.-

000 souls within our recognized territory.
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Whatever else we may undertake in the

future, whatever new territory we may
feel called upon to occupy further, we are

already responsible for at least 2,000,000.

Whether we recognize this responsibility

or not, other Protestant Churches recog-

nize it for us. They have left this terri-

tory to us. No other evangelizing agency

is at work in our district, nor is it rea-

sonable to expect any other Church to

share with us in this work during the

present generation. There is too much
work elsewhere for others to come to our

aid. As in the olden days, when the

walls had to be repaired, every man stood

in his place and built over against his

own house, so now it is in this worid-wide

undertaking. The principle of division

of labor and distribution of forces re-

quires that the work be organized in this

way, and the one hope of those 2,000,000

souls, so far as any human agency is con-

cerned, is in what we shall do to bring

unto them the Bread of Life.

Before discussing further our denomi-

national responsibility, it might be well

to note the progress of the missionary en-

terprise of which this feeling is an evi-

dence. We dare not speak of it as a whim
or the fad of a few enthusiasts, for the

fact that it is being felt, not in one church

or one country alone, but in all the

churches in all countries, gives to this

the significance of an epoch. It is a most

noteworthy sign of the times. Ours is

the first generation that has ever felt it,

having had its origin within the past

decade. Nor should the fact that it is of

recent origin discount it in the minds of

any. Bather in this very fact we may
see one proof of its genuineness, and a

hope of its permanent significance. Like

all great epochs it is the result of past

causes, the growth of former sowings.

And as some of the causes which pro-

duced this feeling are of comparatively

recent origin, there is a sense in which

this epoch could not have arisen any

sooner in the history of missions.

(TO BE CONCLUDED NEXT ISSUE.)

Taken from a Leaflet of Testimony Publishing Co., Chicago:
In the actual work of soul-winning, it

is well to keep the following things in

mind

:

Be constantly in the spirit of prayer.

Approach the unsaved on common

ground.

Use godly tact and wisdom.

Never argue or lose self-control.

Answer objections with Scripture, if

possible.

Avoid denominational differences.

DonT try to force your own views.

With love in your heart, give the Word
and the Spirit the full right of way.

Be in earnest. The salvation of an im-

mortal soul is at stake. Those who were

intimately acquainted with D. L. Moody

say that he was the most desperately in

earnest man they ever knew.

Press for and expect an immediate de-

cision. You may never have an oppor-

tunity to deal again with the one with

whom you are now dealing; and, more-

over, to-morrow may be for him too late.

Of the early disciples, it is written that they went every whither, “the Lord work-

ing with them.” By “the Lord” was intended and understood the Lord Jesus. Since

when, I ask, has that co-operative plan of work fallen into abeyance? At what date

in history did the Lord Jesus deliberately abandon a form of helpfulness to which He
originally pledged Himself for all time, and which we know He did actually practice

at the first?

—

William Reed Huntington.
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NEWS OF THE CHURCHES.
ABROAD.

Syria, Latakia.—Inj[a]detter of April

11, 1911/ Miss A. Louise Crockett sent

us some pictures which we may reproduce

in Olive Trees after a while. She starts

out with : “Will just write a few lines to

wrap around the inclosed pictures, so that

they will not catch cold on their long sea

voyage.” Miss Crockett was laughing

when she began to write, and evidently

from the way she closes another fit was

coming on.

“Last week.” she writes,
ffboth the

schools had their spring vacation. On
Monday, Miss Edgar, Mrs. A. J. McFar-

land and I accompanied the girls on a

picnic to a hill above the harbor. The
sea below us, dotted with sailboats and

rowboats, the town on the right, with the

mosques and flat-roofed houses, all bathed

in the glow of the noon day sun, made a

pretty sight. I was much interested in

watching a woman make bread nearby.

In a hollow clay oven, about three feet

in diameter, was a roaring fire, to which

the man kept adding more wood. Squat-

ted on the ground was the woman, mixing

the bread, or rather it had reached that

stage, which American housewives call

ready for the pans. In a wooden pan

were the mounds of dough, shaped like

large biscuits. She flattened these out

like a great pancake and laid them on

an old umbrella cover. Of course, every-

thing was sterile. After the fire died

down they placed these loaves of bread

on the sides of the oven, inside. We were

disappointed in not being able to stay

till the finish, for it is beyond my com-

prehension why the bread wasn't all black

after coming in contact with the sooty

clay. They sent us up a loaf as soon as

it was finished. It was very good.
”

After reporting the arrival of the dele-

gates from Asia Minor to attend the Com-
mission, and making remarks, she closes

with: “We were glad to have our tennis

court completed before our visitors ar-

rived. Of course Mersina doesn't stand

any show against Latakia. It'll be good

exercise for some of our ministers, such

as Mr. Edgar and Mr. McFarland, so that

they may run off a bit of superfluous

flesh.”

Rev. S. Edgar writes under date June

14, 1911, of field tours

:

Since I last wrote you I have been away

from home all the time, save a day or so

when I came here to start out in another

direction. I have just completed a tour of

the whole field, with the exception of

Inkzik, and had expected to go there, too,

but the teacher came from there that

week and paid us a visit, so that Dr. Stew-

art thought there was no immediate neces-

sity to go there then, especially as we were

a little pushed to get things all attended

to ere we left for the summer.

On the whole, the work is in good shape

for here; no Korean revivals nor import-

ant awakenings among the people, but

withal that, we hope there is a deepening

of Christian life among some and a

keener interest, and in other places, per-

haps, some clouds of discouragement.

In Bahamra there seemed to be a great

desire for a school, and we had told them

long ago as soon as they were ready to

present a unanimous petition to the Mis-

sion, we would open the school in the

Mission building. You are aware that

there have been factions among the vil-
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lagers there for - years, and, like every

other place, while these divisions con-

tinue, there can be little progress in

spiritual things. The assurance was given

me that things had gotten to that stage

now that we could expect work. Accord-

ingly, I left there hoping soon to hear

from them officially. At the end of about

a week came a messenger, saying, “Yes,

we are ready for a school, and all unani-

mous on the matter.” But one of the

Church members wants to be the teacher

in the school, and if not, then he is op-

posed to it. I said Church member, but

this needs modification. This same man
Avas once a member, but has been taking

a rest for a long time. Last year he

Avanted to commune without the permis-

sion of the Session, or Avithout making

any confession. Later he came to La-

takia, and we had a meeting of Session,

and after examination told him that if

his conduct was what it ought to be Ave

Avoula give him his place again as a mem-
ber of the Church after one year. This

displeased him very much, and when he

returned to the village he told a different

•story altogether. This is the man, still

outside of fellowship, that demands that

he be the teacher.

The next trip was Tartoos. Dr. Stew-

art and the Avriter went together on this

trip, as Ave expected to administer the

Lord’s Supper. We found the school full

and in good running order. But the gen-

eral indifference to our visit and the at-

tendance at the preaching services Avas

very marked. Among the Greeks them-

sel\7es there is no harmony whatever, but

those Avho have been at other times very

cordial and always called on us, neither

attended the preaching nor visited us in

a friendly way. The owner of the house

in Avhich the school has been held this

year has asked for the building, so that

Ave have now no place for the coming year.

After our return, and Mr. SteAvart had

reported the conditions to the Mission,

Ave took official action as follows: “The

Mission shall ask the people of Tartoos

to provide the building for the school for

the coming year, and in case they fail to

do so. that we leave the field to them-

sehres.” After all these many years we

have cared for their children, providing

them Avith good teachers and our best

evangelist, and now it is little that we ask

them to provide the building. You will

hear from us when we have the answer.

CROSSING BIG RIVER 3 HOURS FROM LATAKIA.

From here we went to Gunamia. As I

have told you before, it is a tremendous

change from the one place to the other.

Here we had a full house twice on Sab-

bath and good interest. People coming

and listening as though they had a deep

interest in the things of the Kingdom.

On this trip I had a special guard, Miss

Elsey, Miss Crockett and Mr. Fattal, our

pharmacist. This was the first long trip

for either of the ladies in the saddle, and

I am glad to report to you that they

stood it well, took their knocks by the

way. and all the traveling inconveniences

without a word of murmuring. Indeed,

they seemed happy to have had the ex-

perience, and seen the place that we all
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like so well and its zeal. The two schools

were doing good work. I ought to add

here, perhaps, that I am not sure yet

whether the culinary provisions by the

young ladies during our stay in Gunamia

was any improvement on the native work

or not. Be this said anyhow to their

credit, we did not starve. I am enclosing

you a snap shot taken as we were crossing

the Big River coming home. The ladies

with me are not from the Fellaheen, hut

are really Miss Elsey and Miss Crockett.

SUADIA, MT. CASSIUS AND SKA, FROM ROOF OF

MISSION BUILDING.

The next trip was Suadia. All were

ready for the saddle on Friday morning,

and that at an early hour, when down

came the rain in torrents, and Miss

Crockett thought we were lacking in

wisdom to let a little shower hinder us

in our journey. If this is the only time

she has doubted our wisdom, never mind.

I won’t tell you how cross she looked

when she thought we had to give up the

trip. However, this all disappeared when

we made the plans to start again on the

following Wednesday. On this trip Miss

Elsey, Miss Crockett and Mr. Fattal

again honored me. They wanted to see

the beauties of Suadia and the place that

had such sacrifices given for it in the best

of service from our workers who had

served the Church there. We arrived there

on Thursday, in time for prayer-meeting.

Spent Friday in the schools, which were

not as large as usual, owing to the fact

that all were busy in the silk-worm busi-

CROSSING THE ORONTES.

ness. On Sabbath we had a house full

and a fair audience in the afternoon. The

writer preached in the morning, and the

evangelist in the afternoon. On Mon-

day morning we left for Kessab, and

going across the Orontes I took a snap of

our party, or at least as much as we could

WAITING FOR FERRY AND SHOWING MOUNTAIN ROAD.

get into one boat. I am enclosing you

one of these. The ladies were delighted

with the visit, and I must add they stood
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the trip, -with its ups and downs, without

a single scream; and this, you know, is

doing well. As usual, the same question

was foremost and uppermost: What is

the Board doing for Suadia? I had no

answer.

On arrival home we began preparation

for communion on the following Sabbath.

Dr. Stewart did all the work, except a

sermon on Sabbath, which the writer took,

also preaching in the evening in English.

I am certain of this about the preaching,

even if the larger part of the work was

on Brother Stewart. I am confident it

was better done and easier done than if I

had been doing it. This may not be much

relief to him, but the greater service de-

mands the greater reward, and this ought

to be comfort, though I did not hear him

making complaints.

To-night we are to have a business

meeting of the Mission to close up the

business of the year. If anything inter-

esting happens I shall record it. We ex-

pect to start for Guzne on Wednesday.

We are loath to start so soon, but for sake

of the health of the little ones, the doctor

deems it best, seeing we cannot get an-

other steamer before a month.

We had a good communion season.

Had an accession of five. Three of these

were from the boys’ school, and the other

two from the Greek church. Both of

them have been indirectly connected

through their wives for some time. We
are glad if they fully understand what

the step means. I believe we had the best

order in church during the communion

service that I have ever seen. We gen-

erally have a large number of visitors

that day, and there is often much laugh-

ing and talking. At the beginning of

the service. Mr. Stewart reminded them

that this was the Lord’s house, and asked

for attention becoming the place.

Miss Edgar asked the Mission for its

approval on her plan to bring in all the

girl teachers from outside for a two

weeks’ conference and study. Her plan

is to share with them new plans of work,

and help them into the higher things.

Accordingly, she closes the school two

weeks earlier than usual, so that she may
be able to devote all her energy to this.

We know it is much needed, and we are

praying that the Lord may bless the meet-

ing to all the women helpers.

So far as I know of plans for the sum-

.mer, Dr. Balph and Mrs. Balph. and Miss

Elsey and Miss Edgar expect to go to

Gunamia, Miss Crockett to Guzne, and

the Stewart family, I do not know their

plans; of course, their thoughts go out to

Kessab, but their house in its present

condition would not be very comfortable

summering. We are awaiting with inter-

est Synod news.

Cyprus, Larnaca.—These items, in a

letter from Rev. W. McCarroll, dated

April 27, 1911, are still fresh:

Since writing you last, in January, I

have been busy along various lines, con-

ducted communion twice, once in Larnaca

and once in Nicosia, and have visited a

good many homes among Armenians and

Greeks, mostly parents of our school boys.

Our Sabbath services in Larnaca are

pretty fairly attended, but in Nicosia the

hearers are few. We begin with Sabbath

school at nine o’clock, followed by preach-

ing services in which the sermon is inter-

preted into Turkish. In the afternoon a

service in Greek with a Bible class in

Turkish at the same period. The mid-

week prayer meeting on Wednesday eve-

ning is given up almost wholly to prayer

and praise. The Young People’s Meet-

ing on Friday evening is pretty well at-

tended by the school boys who show a

lively interest and manifest great will-

ingness to take part in the exercises. We
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are glad to state that we have succeeded

in effecting the sale of the Peponiades

property in Nicosia, and with the ap-

proval of the Board have purchased prop-

erty in Larnaca as a building site for a

school which we plan to construct this

summer. The new property is just oppo-

site the present mission buildings and

consists of a garden of some four acres

well supplied with fruit trees, such as the

lemon, orange and olive, and shade trees,

surrounded by a high wall which secures

privacy; a cottage, a row of outbuildings

suitable for habitation, windmill, tanks

and good supply of water. The location

is the best in the town and is therefore

a satisfactory site for a school.

The Government architect has the plan

in hand and will not only draw up the

plan and specifications, but will also

supervise the erection of the building, so

we hope to have it completed in a man-

ner satisfactory to all. On last Sabbath

I visited the brethren in Kyrenia and

held two services with them. You will

remember that two of the brethren there

took up with the ideas of the Plymouth

brethren some time ago. One of them

now opens his shop on the Lord’s day.

His justification for so doing was that

the believer is “not -under the law, but

under grace,” and that “all our time is

to be sacred to the Lord.” When shown

the untenableness of his position he took

refuge in Rom. 14:5. “One man esteem-

eth one day above another; another

esteemeth every day alike. Let each man
be fully assured in his own mind.”

In Kyrenia we found a helper in the

sister of nurse Athill, a most pious, godly

woman who had come to establish a

maternity home and use it as a means for

reaching the mothers with the gospel.

We have recently finished putting up a

monument over the grave of the late

Peponiades, but this is a small affair arid

will be seen by few. His real monument,

however, will be the memorial school

building which we are about to erect.

This will be a- permanent memorial seen

and known by many even in the genera-

tions to come, we hope. It is our prayer

that it may become a real spiritual home
for multitudes.

China, Tak Hing.—Dr. Ida M. Scott

sends us an interesting letter under date

of April 26, 1911 :

There have been so many extracts from

my letters published recently that it does

not seem necessary for me to write spe-

cially for publication, but according to

our schedule it is my turn, and there are

so many demands and entreaties for let-

ters from different sources that I will

take my turn even though it* keep me be-

fore the public more than is becoming.

One of the recent events, which will be

of interest to the Church, was the arrival

of a new missionary. It is the policy of

our F. M. Board, I believe, to have mis-

sionaries arrive in the fall of the year.

Owing to the limited house room it is

now a problem in the mission, when we

hear of a new worker coming, to know

where he or she will room and board, but

this missionary was an exception to all

these things. She arrived March 26, on

Sabbath, which is also contrary to our

custom for arrivals or departures, and

without any consultation as to -where

she would stay Dr. and Mrs. Robb

made room for her and both she and they

seem quite pleased with the arrangement.

Ordinarily we expect missionaries to be

able for some active work after being in

the field two years, but Dr. Robb thinks

she will not be able to take the manage-

ment of the school in two years, though

she seems to possess more than ordinary

strength and intelligence for one of her

days. Since she has to learn both Chinese
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and English yet, it may be the Board will

allow her a longer time of preparation,

as she can take a longer 'time and still

not be past the age limit.

It is not usual to have a trained nurse

detailed to the care of a new missionary,

but Mrs. J. K. Robb gave special atten-

tion to this young lady for a while, and

though she has not followed her profes-

sion for several years, she demonstrated

her hand had not lost its cunning.

During her temporary absence from

home the pastor of the congregation had

some added duties. Since there are no

schools for foreigners, the missionary

must make a school for his own children.

Mrs. Robb has been conducting an in-

teresting little school, using the Calvert

system. It is no small task to teach and

answer the questions of her pupils’ inquir-

ing minds, for the asking of questions is

not discouraged in this school. Mr. Robb

is the assistant ordinarily, tmt since

March 26 he is superintendent and assist-

ant. too. One day the word “darling”

occurred in the lesson. The boys were

required to put the words ’ in sentences,

and Lawson said : “Cousin Jean is a

darling.” Seeing a smile on the teacher’s

face, he asked: “Isn’t that right?” and

all the mission is ready to answer in the

affirmative.

When baby Jean was two days old the

other children in the mission were told to

come at a certain time, and they might

see the baby. It took no urging to get

the four little Robbs and Paul Wright to

“come to the show.” Some of the rest

of us were fortunate enough to be pass-

ing at that time and went in to see the

“first impressions.” Instead of exclaim-'

ing, as we expected, there was a prolonged

silence, but awe and wonder were written

on their faces. When it was found they

were not going to volunteer any remarks,

they were asked to express their opinions.

One said: “I like her,” another, “It’s all

right,” but the smaller ones refused to

express an opinion on such short notice

—perhaps showing a wisdom that older

ones might do well to cultivate.

We have had little company until with-

in the last month some of the Do Sing

people have been down. An officer from

the Monteagle, the steamer on which Mr.

Kempf and his party came out last fall,

gave us a short visit while in port, and

two teachers from Luzon, whose acquaint-

ance Dr. Jean McBurney made when re-

turning from furlough, spent a few days

at Do Sing and Tak Hing. They were

much interested in learning about our

work and told us many interesting things

about their work.

Our company came at an inopportune

time, for it poured rain a good part of

the time they were here, but they were

willing to brave the storm in order to

see things. Dr. Wright took the officer

for a walk and on his return he said he

was now ready to contradict a statement

he often heard made, that the natives- hate

the missionaries. He said there was no

doubt that the Chinese love Dr. Wright.

Some of the rest of us took the ladies

for a walk. We visited the Girls’ Day

School and the Boys’ School up street.

The rest then went to see more of the city

and I came back to the hospital, bringing

with me some incense sticks which the

visitors had gotten as curios. As I turned

a corner someone called my name, and on

looking around a man asked what I was

going to do with the incense sticks. I

told him some American friends had come

to visit us and they got them to take back

to their friends to let them see what the

Chinese use in worship, for they worship

the true God and do not use incense sticks.

The natives know we do not use them.

While we talked a crowd gathered and

asked questions through the spokesman
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who was no one I knew, though he said

he lives not far from the hospital. A
little further along the street a woman
asked the same question and again a

crowd gathered. Many, many times I

have longed to be able to speak the

Chinese language better, but I never felt

the limitations of speech more keenly

than at that time. It would have been

such an excellent opportunity, had I been

able to grasp it, for “talking the doc-

trine.” I am more convinced every day

that the too prevalent idea that a physi-

cian does not necessarily need to know the

language as well as ministers and teach-

ers is a mistaken one.

There have been heavy rains during the

month and wells and cisterns have been

tilled. While the rain and clouds lasted,

we had delightfully cool weather, but for

a few days there has been bright sunshine

which has made a- decided rise in tem-

perature, and all are out in summer attire.

By the time this reaches you, the parks

will be opening for the summer season.

We had our opening concert a month ago.

The park was our compound. We were

not dependent on any power house for our

light, as the moon and glow worms fur-

nished all we needed. As we listened to

Schubert's serenade, Paderewski's minuet,

songs by the Haydn quartet, selections

from the “Messiah,” solos both vocal and

instrumental by musicians of world-wide

fame, and “America” rendered by a male

chorus as a grand finale, we forgot the

cares of the day, and our minds went back

to the real orchestras and the real musi-

cians we had seen and heard. There was

a time when I was among those who look

with disdain on a talking machine, but

with a good Victor, good records and a

musician to get the best out of the ma-

chine, it makes a good substitute for the

real thing which is several thousand miles

removed. Mr. J. K. Robb was master of

ceremonies, and three evenings during the

month he has given an open air concert,

the last especially for the school girls, and

though it was only through a gate from

their yard into ours, it was an outing

enjoyed to the full.

We are not wholly dependent on Mr.

Robb for concerts. The frogs in the

many pools around us give nightly and

daily, and sometimes it seems almost con-

tinuous, performances, the voices many
and varied, from high tenor to basso pro-

fundo. That there is variety is proven

by the different things for which they

have been taken. On more than one

occasion they have been taken for buffalo

cows or calves bawling. One individual's

rest was disturbed by what she thought

was bats; another by what she took for

a creaking door; another mistook them

for ducks. This will give you as clear an

idea of the sounds our frogs make as the

blind man's description of the elephant

does of what the elephant is like.

One night I was awakened by Oi Chan

(Love-Truth) singing the 95th Psalm.

She is the “Woman with the Hoe” of

whom Miss Huston wrote. Next day I

learned she was singing in her sleep. She

says sometimes she dreams Satan is try-

ing to tempt her, but she tells him, “I'm

not afraid of you. for I rely on Jesus.”

The morning and evening ^yorsbip in

the hospital would no doubt be interest-

ing to you if you could hear it. Oi Chan

leads the singing on the women's side and

she has a sweet voice and knows the tunes,

but there are few to follow her leading.

The chief native hospital assistant

leads the singing on the men's side.

Sometimes one can easily tell what tune

he is trying to sing, though there are

many variations. Other times it seems

for the most part original, but the volume

of sound and the earnestness with which

it is rendered make one have respect for
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it. If the blessing is in proportion to

the energy expended, his reward will be

great.

Sabbath evening Miss Robinson and I

accompanied two native Christians to an

influential home in the city. They in-

vited us to visit them, but we told them

we did not visit on Sabbath, but if they

would like someone to go to “talk the

doctrine,” we would go. They gave us

a hearty invitation to go for a meeting,

and about fifteen women and as many
children were there. After the formal

meeting was over, two or three tried sing-

ing out of my Psalm book. They seemed

to think it was a series of opening the

mouth and making a noise, and it fur-

nished amusement for the performers and

the audience, too. One of our women
asked if they would like us to sing some

more and they assured us they would and

that put an end to the funny perform-

ance, for it really was funny, and they

were not doing it to be irreverent. After

the singing there was some informal talk-

ing of the doctrine, and two boys learned

John 3:16 and one already knew it. Dr.

McBurney had taught him a good while

ago. One pretty little woman poured

some tea in a cup and with her finger

washed it, then poured that out on the

floor and filled the cup with fresh tea

and offered it to us. We had both taken

a drink when we first went in, so could

decline without offending them, for which

we were thankful. When we left, one old

lady who sewed all the time we were

there came with the others to the gate

to see us off and urged us to come back

next Sabbath.

The names of Leung Sin Shaang, a

teacher in the boys’ school, and his wife,

Lau Yung, who taught in the girls’ school

for a long time, are familiar to many of

you. They have a bright, attractive little

boy of two and one-half years old who al-

ready knows John 3 :16, the Lord’s Prayer

and the first and second commandments

and a part of the third.

Those who read Mrs. Janet Robb’s let-

ter in the Nation will remember about

the teacher, a Christian, though not yet

a member, who has had sorrow upon sor-

row. First a child died, then a much-

loved brother and lately his father, the

last made easier because he had learned

to cast his burden on the Lord. Two
weeks ago his only living child, a little

girl of two years, died. Truly he has

been passing through the waters, but they

have not overflowed him. The death of

the little one does not seem to have shaken

his faith in the least, though he was most

devoted to her.

We are making special prayer now for

the professor who is employed in the

seminary and the boys’ school, that as he

gives of secular knowledge to others he

may obtain the knowledge of salvation;

for some educated people who came to

the hospital and learned, we trust, a saving

knowledge of the gospel, and have gone

back to their home where the truth had

never been taught before; that we may

be able to obtain land for putting up

necessary buildings that the work may

not be hindered for lack of room.

We are giving thanks for the growth

we see in the lives of some about us. You

will be interested in knowing that the

older girls in the boarding school meet to-

gether every night for prayer, the object

being their own spiritual growth and de-

velopment and that they may intercede

for others.

We are thankful that after a long time

a suitable building for chapel and dis-

pensary has been found up the street and

has been rented at a reasonable price, pos-

session to be given soon.

It is not the least of our causes for

thanksgiving these days when we look out
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through our windows and see myriads of

mosquitoes on the screens and know that

we are safe from most of them. Some-

times a few small ones get through, but

we are not tortured as we would be with-

out screens.

A few days ago I got a letter from a

missionary friend. She said one day she

was feeling unusually depressed after a

hard day’s work, when suddenly such a

feeling of peace and quietness came she

wondered
; then she thought, “This is the

prayer time of a distant friend and I

know she is praying for me.”

Are you upholding the hands of any

one of your representatives in the foreign

fields by special prayer so that they may
know they need not fail nor be discour-

aged because of your special intercession?

It must seem to you that the words

“Many are weak and sickly among you”

are a true description of conditions here.

How many times have you prayed for the

physical and spiritual strength of your

representatives ?

Will you not unite your prayers with

ours, not only for the few things I have

mentioned, but also for the many needs

you know are ours because they are “com-

mon to man” just as your own needs are,

and are not lessened by being in a far-

away land?

May your heart’s desire and prayer for

these people be that they may be saved.

%
A letter from Mrs. Emma W. Taggart,

dated May 17, 1911. contains interesting

items

:

The second communion since we ar-

rived at the Mission was on the first Sab-

bath of May. The first service was on

Friday morning. Rev. J. K. Robb

preached the sermon to a full house. The

elders and members from the country had

gathered in a few days before.

On Friday afternoon eleven candidates

for admission were examined. One of spe-

cial interest was a teacher who also

teaches in the girls’ school. Those who

have read Mrs. Robb’s letter in a recent

Christian Nation will know some of the

sorrows he has had to pass through
;
and,

added to these, some few weeks ago he

was called to part with another little

child. Some of the girls in the school

had been adding their petitions with

others that he might soon be ready for

baptism, and were very happy over his

victory.

It was very interesting and impressive

to see some of the old grandmothers

standing up with the younger women and

girls to be baptized. One member was re-

ceived by certificate from the Presbyterian

Church of Canton. She is the blind girl

who is doing a great work in the woman’s

school, teaching the women to read and

helping them to commit Scripture.

The services in the evenings were con-

ducted by the native students.

On Sabbath there were 114 at the com-

munion table, twelve more than at any

previous communion.

The sermon Sabbath evening was

preached by Chue Hon Shang, the native

preacher. wrhose picture, with his wife and

little girl, was in the March number of

the Olive Trees. His text was, “Give ye

them to eat.” His earnestness held the

attention of the full house, and some of

the older missionaries were heard to say

they had never heard him preach better.

Although the weather was warm and

frequent showers, the attendance was

good at all the meetings. Women with

babies strapped to their backs remained

until the close of the services.

About two weeks ago we were inter-

ested in watching a Chinese funeral, just

over the wall from our compound. On

Saturday we heard some women begin to

wail, and asked our teacher to explain.
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He told us the woman over there had just

died. Our sympathy, mingled with in-

terest, was aroused, for although we had

seen a number of Chinese funerals, we had
not seen all the proceedings at such a close

range. The wailing soon ceased, and
everything moved along as usual

.
until

some time in the afternoon, when the

coolies came with the coffin, carried in the

usual way, suspended from bamboo poles

across their shoulders. The coffin was

four pieces of logs planed and hollowed

out in the center. The coolies nailed the

bottom and two sides together, then plas-

tered the edges and pasted red papers over

the plaster, and lined the coffin with white

wrapping paper. After they carried it

into the house.' we heard them nailing the

lid on.

Two musicians (?) came down from

town and played their part as best they

knew, one on a drum, the other on a horn.

A small altar was erected just outside the

door, and men, women and children came

to worship, bowing and knocking their

heads on the ground. One woman came

out of the house and paid the mourners

their money, which was wrapped in red

paper. We saw them counting their

money. They seemed satisfied, for the

wailing immediately ceased.

The next two weeks was spent in feast-

ing, shooting firecrackers and wailing at

certain times in the day. The night be-

fore the burial took place, the friends,

neighbors, priest and musicians, seemed to

have a, general good time, judging from

the laughing, feasting and noise, which

lasted most of the night. It seemed when

they became accustomed to the horns,

beating of drums and pans, they would

vary the racket with large bunches of fire-

crackers.

Early next morning preparations were

commenced for the burial. Several tables

were placed in the yard, some containing

Chinese food of all descriptions, while

others were used to carry little altars and

incense sticks. The coolies carried the

coffin as they brought it, and were fol-

lowed by women carrying the tables, men
with white paper caps, a Chinese band

and women with their heads draped in

white muslin. Some of the women worked

in their gardens until the procession

started, dropped their hoes and put on

their white veils on the way. The friends

followed only part of the way, returning

with the food, and prepared another feast.

Hearing quite a noise in the yard one

day, we looked out and saw about twenty

women and children carrying bricks and

roofing for the new verandas. Things

were quite lively here for a while. The

Chinese were getting paid according to

the number they carried. The man who

was marking the bricks was busy, but one

woman, anxious to have hers marked im-

mediately, after considerable loud talk,

walked over to the man, and regardless

of the heavy rain, took his rain hat off

and carried it over to her pile of bricks,

kept it until he marked her bricks, then

returned the hat.

We have often heard about the rain in

China during warm weather, when your

shoes would mold during the night. This

has ceased to be a curiosity to us for we

have had rain almost every day for weeks.

Encouraging word comes from the

communion services held last Sabbath at

Do Sing. Mr. Mitchell will be sending a

report of the work there.

China, Do Sing.—A letter from Rev.

E. C. Mitchell, dated May 16, 1911, tells

of the first results of his labors:

Our first communion was held in Do

Sing last Sabbath. Rev. A. I. Robb came

up and helped me on Sabbath. The other

two days the native preacher and I did

work ourselves. There were four men
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who joined the Church and were baptized.

All of these men are men of influence m
the community, and I think will be of

great help here in bringing others. There

were fourteen sat down at the Lord’s

table. Of this number four were mission-

aries, six were Chinese who belong at Tak
Hing. and the other four were the men
who were received here at this time. It

is a great satisfaction to see men coming

into the Church as a result of the labors

of the past months.

I have not secured the land yet that I

wrote about in my last letter. The notices

of sale were put up, and some of the peo-

ple here sent in a petition to the magis-

trate, asking him to stop the sale. The
magistrate then brought over a proclama-

tion and put it up here, forbidding the

sale of that piece of land or any of the hill

iand around here to foreigners. I took the

proclamation to the American Consul at

Canton, and he is working on it now. The

magistrate seems to have no knowledge

of treaty rights, or if he has, to pay no

regard to them. I hope the Consul will

be able to pull him around. One needs to

have a good stock of patience when he

starts in to get land in China.

We are all in our usual health here. We
have not had a great deal of hot weather

so far. To-day it is a little cool. It is

not usually so cool the middle of May.

We want to stay here till the last of June

if we can. I don’t think we can stay later

than that, as it usually gets pretty hot in

June. We will have to be away for two

months and a half, I think.

I suppose you have heard accounts about

the troubles in Canton lately. It caused

some excitement, but it is all quieted

down again now. The revolutionists were

defeated. It was purely a revolutionary

movement, not an anti-foreign movement.

Some think that if the revolutionists were

successful that an anti-foreign movement

would be next. I don’t know how that

will be, though.

Our preaching services are still well at-

tended. The only limit to our audiences

seems to be the size of our room. Sab-

bath afternoon a number of people from

the country came in and listened very at-

tentively, a good deal more so than those

people usually do. The country people

talk out loud in meeting a good deal and

have to be called down for it.

Olive Teees with the picture of our

house in it has come. The Do Sing house

looks like quite a place in that picture.

I believe I will send you a picture, show-

ing the street in front of the house. It

FIFTH AVENUE, DO SING.

is not a good picture, as my printing

paper has all gone bad and I cannot get

any more till I go to Hong Kong; but I

will send this picture anyhow. Miss Rob-

inson has named this street “Fifth

Avenue.” You can see some of our near

neighbors asleep at the side of the walk.

I suppose before you get this, Synod
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will be over. We will have to wait till the

first of July to get our first news from

there. Some of the ones who have long

been leaders in the Church are being

called home. It gives us a feeling of sad-

ness that they will not be seen in their

accustomed places any more. How much
better off they are, though, in the places

of honor they have been given in the

Church Triumphant.

*
We are glad to have this letter from

Rev. A. I. Robb, D.D., to publish, along

with the letter from Rev. E. C. Mitchell,

about the communion at Do Sing:

I have no doubt that scare headlines

have turned the attention of the civilized

world to Canton in recent days, and from

all accounts, there was all the material

and preparation for a big revolution, but

the able Viceroy, who is the youngest

Viceroy in China, was too much for them.

There was not even a ripple of excitement

worthy of the name here at Tak Hing,

though the Mission was somewhat inter-

ested from the fact that five of our num-

ber happened to be in Canton or Hong
Kong at that particular time. I have no

doubt that others have written you of our

communion here the first Sabbath of the

month, so I will not repeat.

I do want to say a word about the com-

munion at Do Sing yesterday. I cannot

speak of all of it, as I was not there for all.

Rev. Mitchell had invited me to come up

and give some assistance on Sabbath, and

a high river delayed the boat so that it

was evening of Saturday when I arrived.

Three adults had been baptized that morn-

ing, and a fourth one, a Chinese doctor,

had been called away from the morning

service to see a patient. He was baptized

at the evening meeting.

The Sabbath was market day, and we

feared a noisy crowd, so we did not keep

the gates open, but admitted only those

who came and knocked. When the com-

munion service began, the gate-keeper,

who was one of the newly received mem-
bers, left the gate open and the chapel

filled with spectators. It was Brother

Mitchell’s first experience in administer-

ing the sacraments, and to do this in a

foreign tongue adds somewhat to its diffi-

culty, and I think it due to him to say

that all was done decently and in order

and done well. I have never seen an audi-

ence composed almost entirely of heathen

that was so quiet and gave such earnest

attention at a sacramental feast as the

one at Do Sing. One could have asked

nothing more.

Fourteen persons, four missionaries and

ten Chinese, communed. A new advance

has been made by the Covenanter Church

in China. The sacred symbols of the

broken body and shed blood of the Saviour

of all men have been publicly exhibited

for the first time in this heathen city.

Thank God, that He gave the first fruits,

the promise of the greater harvest that

we trust is coming, and even now ripen-

ing. One’s thoughts could not but go

back nine short years to another first com-

munion in China, when four missionaries

and one aged Chinese woman sat down to

the first Covenanter communion table

spread in Tak Hing. When the church

was crowded a week ago and people said,

“The church has grown too small.” we

said, “God has done more than we dared

hope for.” Let us hope that the more

auspicious beginning in Do Sing is the

promise of a still greater harvest, more

rapidly gathered.

I feel like saying that if the friends in

Do Sing were asked to express an opinion

on Romans 15, 20, they could say some

things worth listening to. Much is said

at times about the hardships of the mis-

sionary, and we cannot deny that they

have the trials common to men. But if
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those who shrink from facing serious

questions of service because of hardships,

real or feared, would consider the com-

pensations of the missionary, it would be

more to their own good and .that of the

Kingdom. When a certain woman was

baptized, I heard a missionary say, “That

paid me for coming to China.” I heard

the friends at Do Sing say nothing about

pay, but they did talk a good deal about

getting more room to do larger work and

to more effectively preach the gospel

where Christ has not been named. To the

south of us they are growing rubber on

plantations that frequently pay 100 per

cent, on the investment. That is consid-

ered so good that people pay enormous

premiums for shares in the stock. It is

the original planters who are making the

handsome dividends. There is an invest-

ment offered by the King of kings. He
says it is a big investment. You must put

in all you have. Few people would hes-

itate to invest all they have if certain of

100 per cent, return. He promises not

100 per cent., but a hundred-fold, ten

thousand per cent, as a first dividend. The
after dividends cannot be measured in

numbers. I think it is true in this, in a

sense, as it is with the rubber. He who

enters the virgin forest and there plants

his crop or “lays the foundation,” as Paul

says, gets a few extra dividends to which

others are strangers.

ax home:.

Colorado, Evans.—The Ladies’ Mis-

sionary Society of Evans, Colo., have

placed on record another year's work

(Synodical year). Our ranks have not

been broken by death in the past year.

We can render thanks to our Heavenly

Father for His protecting care over us.

We have eighteen members enrolled with

an average attendance of seven. We have

held ten regular meetings during the

year. After completing the very interest-

ing studies of our Church mission fields,

we have taken up the study of “Western

Women in Eastern Lands.” We held two

special meetings for sewing.

The result of our meetings in dollars

and cents is told in the following

:

Receipts.

Balance on hand, May 1, 1910 . . $7.17

Dues for year 22.80

Received for work done in society. 29.67

Thankoffering collection 5.75

Special fund for salary of Dr. K.

McBumey 27.50

Total $92.89

Disbursements.

Salary of Dr. Kate McBurney. . . $27.50

Missionary Samuel Edgar.. 10.00

Theological student, M. McMillan 10.00

Southern Mission 10.00

Chinese Mission, “W i n d m i 1

1

Fund” 5.00

Latakia Church Bldg Fund 5.00

Expenses of society 15.47

Flowers for sick 3.35

Balance on hand, April 30, 1911. 6.57

$92.89

Although few in number, we take cour-

age from the fact that our receipts for

the year were almost double the receipts

of the past year and hope we can double

them again in the coming year.

As we enter another year, let us be

more faithful in our efforts to serve our

Heavenly Father.

Mrs. T. R. Blackwood,

President.

Miss Martha J. Keys,

Secretary-Treasurer.



186 News of the Churches.

Kansas, Topeka.—The Ladies’ Mis-
sionary Society of Topeka congregation,

numbering twenty-six members, have held

twelve regular meetings. It is our object

to hold a special evening meeting each

quarter for the benefit of those members

who cannot attend in the day time. The

first one of these for this year was held

in May, at which Mr. Samson gave a

lecture upon “The Mountaineers of the

South Land.”

At the business session of the society

$50 was dedicated to this work, but owing

to the fact that enough money has not

been raised to open the work in this field,

the money was turned through other

channels.

The quarterly meeting for August was

held at the home of Miss Maggie Mitchell.

At this meeting each member brought a

dollar and told in poetry how she earned

it.

Much interest was shown, and after

the meeting a social was enjoyed and re-

freshments served.

At the November meeting Dr. Harvey

Phillips, who spent some time in Egypt,

gave us a lecture on his work in that

country. All pronounced it most enter-

taining and instructive. Dr. Phillips

kindly turned over the evening’s collec-

tion to the Missionary Society.

At our regular meetings in the day,

beside the usual routine business, we have

taken up the mission study course recom-

mended by our Board of Foreign Missions.

We are now studying frWestern Women
in Eastern Lands.” This stimulates in-

terest, increases knowledge and is alto-

gether helpful to the society. Those who

have undertaken the work show by their

recitations that they mean to gain some-

thing from the study.

During the year four members have

gone to other congregations, Mrs. Ada

Thompson, Mrs. Smiley, Mrs. Frazer and
Mrs. Frank Frazer. You will learn from
the treasurer’s report the state of the

finances and the distribution. One hun-

dred and twenty-five dollars has been re-

ceived from different sources and this

amount has been divided as the society

directed. The treasurer’s report is as

follows

:

RECEIPTS.

Balance from last report $11.50

Initiatory fees 1.00

Dues from members 23.30

Birthday offerings 4.95

Donations, members and friends. 82.10

From sale of papers 2.00

Total $124.85

DISBURSEMENTS.

Domestic Mission Fund $30.00

Indian Mission 10.00

Southern Mission 10.00

Latakia Mission 10.00

Mr. E. P. Davies, Treasurer of

Congregation Presbytery’s Con-

tribution 10.10

Students’ Aid Fund 1.00

Aged M. W. and Orphans 10.00

Aged People’s Home 1.00

Theological Seminary 10.00

Jewish Mission 2.00

Lamp for Girls’ School in China 2.00

Rev. Kennedy and wife 10.00

Floral offerings 6.25

Total $112.35

Cash on hand 12.50

Total $124.85

May M. Samson,

President.

Fannie J. Holmes,

Recording Secretary.

Mattie M. Carson,

Treasurer.
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WOMEN’S DEPARTMENT.
Mrs. T. H. Acheson and Mrs. J. S. Martin, Editors.

TWO WORTHY WORKERS.
It took a brave and noble woman like

Mary Lyons to unclasp the shackles of

ignorance and prejudice that enslaved

women, even in our own beloved America.

A few years after the time that Mary
Lyons, amid a storm of opposition,

founded Mt. Holyoke Seminary, for the

higher education of women. Rebecca

Crawford started, in Latakia, Syria, a

school for the primary education of girls.

In our day of schools and colleges, sur-

rounded by an atmosphere of learning, we
can hardly conceive of the dense ignor-

ance and degradation of the poor women
in the land of Islam. To-day a very

small per cent, of our sisters in Syria

can read.

You will rejoice with me, I know, to

look into the faces of three generations,

who have sought an education in Chris-

tian schools. In this picture is a grand-

mother. Katrina Boolis, who was Rebecca

Crawford’s first pupil in Latakia.

Some of our most delightful associa-

tions with native people in Syria were

with this woman and her family in Kes-

sab, our summer home.

Katrina was a model home-keeper.

Many times we walked up the narrow

streets to her home in the mountain vil-

lage. Never did we see it but what it

was clean and more cozy than any other

native home we saw there. She would go

out on the mountain side frequently and

get some kind of whitewash, which she

used upon the walls and the mud floors

and steps, making everything look new
and clean. Her hospitality always had

an air of refinement, and her face was

brighter and more intelligent than her

friends’ about her.

When a great and helpful revival came

into their midst, several years ago, she

was one of the praying band of Christian

workers.

After raising her family—her husband

being a carpenter, had to be away from

home most of the time—she went to

Alexandtetta, Syria, to be Mrs. Kennedy’s

Bible woman. All during the terrible

massacres she worked faithfully among

WORTHY WORKERS.

the suffering. Her mountain home was

looted and burned. For many days she

did not know whether her husband and

children were tortured or starving or

massacred. By fleeing for their lives,

•they barely escaped.

She and Mrs. Kennedy have spent

years together, visiting in the homes of

the rich and in the hovels of the poor.

Many touching and frightening experi-

ences they had together. Katrina would

be pale with fright, yet she would read

and pray in the midst of danger. Ac-
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cording to Scripture, “There is a time for

all things.” It is not always wise to stop

and pray. One day Mrs. Kennedy heard

women screaming and running from a

drunken Turkish soldier (there is nothing

in all the world that would frighten me so

much). He insulted Mrs. Kennedy, and

before she knew what was the trouble.

Katrina was beating the soldier with her

umbrella—an unheard-of thing in all that

land, a woman beating a soldier. They

quickly escaped to safer quarters.

Beside Katrina in the picture is Julia,

her daughter. Julia was educated in

Latakia and Mersina. When she came

back to her home in Kessab, she was the

lady of the village. She could speak Ar-

menian, Turkish, Arabic and English.

She has been in our home day after day,

and would stay with me often when Mr.

Dodds was away in Suadia. No native

was more of a companion for me than

Julia.

We were pleased when a fine young

theological student from Marash came to

preach in Kessab during vacation, and

Julia was the lady he loved. This was

one of the few real love matches in Syria.

He was called to preach in his home town

among his own Syriac speaking people.

She was his good and faithful helper. The

little girl which came into their home

was as dearly loved as a son would have

been.

After a few busy, happy years, her hus-

band one sad day bade her a tender, af-

fectionate good-by, and started on that

fatal journey to attend “the annual

meeting” of Congregational ministers

and workers. He, Georgus, was one of

the twenty-eight native pastors so merci-

lessly massacred in the burning church.

Julia’s crushing sorrow, like that of thou-

sands of others, only, we think, more

crushing to her because of her unusual

love for him, was bravely borne. With

courage undaunted she took up her bur-

den of widowhood and started back to

her native home with her three fatherless

children. To-day she works with her

mother, in Bible work, in Alexandretta.

Because of their faithfulness and desire

to reach needy souls with the bread of

everlasting life, Mrs. Kennedy left them
to continue her work while she and Mr.

Kennedy came home.

Pray for these two devoted women, as

they do the work in their native land

that no foreigner can do.

I regret that the camera does not bring

out the strong, intelligent expression on

the faces of this mother and daughter

—

an expression which is ever softened by

the indwelling Spirit of Christ.

Mrs. Myrta May Dodds.

Sterling, Kans.

PLAN OF WORK.
The following plan of work was pre-

sented at the recent convention of the

Women’s Missionary Society of Pitts-

burg Presbytery:

A quarter of a century is not long, but

it is enough to prove the promises of

God. His promises to this society have

been signally fulfilled in the past twenty-

five years. In two specific cases—that of

the founding of the Indian Mission and

that of the establishment of the Aged

People’s Home—we are able to point

definitely to the work and to say, “This is

the hand of God.” We feel encouraged,

therefore, to undertake even greater

labors for the coming year with assur-

ance that the mighty hand of the Lord

will help us in what we undertake for

Him.

Our Special Work. — During these

twenty-five years our special work of pay-

ing the salary of the missionary to the

Indians has been kept up. We recom-

mend the cheerful continuance of the
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same. Our Indian Mission claims the

first place in our plans and prayers, es-’

pecially since our dear Mrs. Carithers,

from her sick room, is using her feeble

strength in sending a call for greater

earnestness in prayer in behalf of the

poor Indians who are so much under temp-

tation. We urge that the women of the

Presbyterial remember them in prayer on

each Saturday evening, wdien the workers

of the Mission are accustomed to pray

together.

The Study of Missions.—1. We rejoice

in the wider opportunity for the study of

missions opened to us through the

Women's Department of the Olive Trees

and wish to encourage its circulation and

its practical use among us. 2. As ear-

nest requests come from Syria and China

for more laborers, let us pray the Lord

of the harvest that He send forth more

laborers. Also, special prayer should be

offered for students in the college and

seminary, who may carry on the work of

the Church to the glory of God. We
recommend the following cycle of prayer

:

July, Aged People's Home; August, Jew-

ish Mission; September. Indian Mission;

October, Domestic Missions; November,

Southern Mission; December, Syrian Mis-

sion; January, Chinese Mission; Feb-

ruary, Temperance; March, College and

Seminary; April, Cyprus; May, Presby-

terial and Synod; June, National Re-

form and Witness-bearing. 3. We rec-

ommend the revision of the Presby-

terial “Manual of Missions for Children's

Work," and that in the revision, the his-

tory of our twenty-five years' experience

be included. 4. We recommend that our

societies use their influence in securing

plans for the study of missions in our

Sabbath schools.

Temperance.—We suggest that our

workers respond to the call issued by our

Permanent Committee on Temperance,

that each congregation have an active

correspondent, who will keep in touch

with this committee and use the litera-

ture provided.

Miscellaneous.—1. Work among the

Mountain Whites has not yet been begun,

and earnest appeals come for the work

to be started among the lepers in China.

Money for both has been contributed.

We recommend both these to the prayer-

ful consideration of the Presbyterial. 2.

We recommend that our local societies

adopt the plan of a parliamentary drill of

five minutes at the close of each meeting,

thereby fitting their members for service

in the Presbyterial.

Mrs. J. H. McBurney,
Mrs. R. J. George,

Mrs. D. C. Ward.

AVERAGE PER MEMBER.
In the July issue of the Missionary Re-

view of the World, the following table of

foreign mission contributions, with the

exception of those of our own Church, ap-

pears. It was prepared by Mr. I. W.
Baker, of the Laymen's Missionary

Movement

:

Society. Membership. Gifts. Av'ge.

United Pres. . . 135,205 $335,645 $2.48

Ref. Ch. in Am. 110,815 207.404 1.77

Pres.Ch. in US. 282,000 452,000 1.60

Advent 25,000 34,887 1.39

Congregational 730,718 721,396 .98

Pres, in TJ.S.A.l 311,819 1,285,125 .98

Prot. Episcopal 928,000 737,161 .79

Meth. Epis.. . .3,156,804 2,190,318 .69

Baptist 1,342,199 824,575 .61

M. E. (So.).. 1,835,000 881,520 .46

Dis. of Christ.1,300,000 520,000 .40

United Evan.. 73 551 28,120 .38

Luth(Gen.Syn) 232,247 85,348 .36

Ref. Ch. in U.S. 297,110 108,673 .36

United Breth. 280,000 98,000 .35

Luth. (General

Council) . . . 479,575 58,002 .12
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It was stated on the floor of our recent

Synod by Dr. S. A. Metheny, Treasurer

of our Foreign Mission Board, that our

annual gifts per member to this work,

not counting bequests or dividends from

invested funds, were $3.52. We should

not be unduly elated over our high av-

erage among the churches; yet, on the

other hand, there is no good reason why
the Reformed Presbyterian Church

should be omitted from this list. It is

no doubt true that Mr. Baker did not

know of the average in the Reformed

Presbyterian Church.

THANK OFFERING.
(Received at Woman’s Presbyterial

Missionary Convention, May 25, 1911.)

Educational work for women in

China $1577.88

Indian Mission 48.07

Syrian Mission

—

Ed. of 2 special girls. $50. 00

Educational work ... 1.25

Ed. work in Cyprus. 5.00

Latakia home 5.00

General fund 8.50

69.75

Mission in China

—

Famine sufferers .... $26 . 45

Lepers 31.00

Taiso 30.00

Two Bible readers ... 60.00

Rev. Kempf’s B. S.. . 35.00

182.45

Jewish Mission 3.50

Southern Mission 3.00

Home Mission -50

American Bible Society 5.00

Eskridge Church Building 10.00

Cleaning Allegheny Church ... 2.00

Total $1902.15

Mrs. S. R. Wills, Treas.

KINDERGARTEN SCHOLARSHIP.
To the Womens Missionary Society of

Pittsburg Presbytery :

At a meeting of the Board of Directors

of the Pittsburg and Allegheny Free

Kindergarten Association, it was de-

cided to offer to a Foreign Mission Board

a Scholarship in the Pittsburg and Alle-

gheny Kindergarten College.

The recent Jubilee revealed this oppor-

tunity to give practical aid in this great

work.

The training received here at the col-

lege specially fits young women for this

work, as has been demonstrated by our

graduates now working in foreign fields.

The same educational qualifications

will be required for admission as for

other students, namely, a high school edu-

cation, or its equivalent, and an ability to

• play; also pledge from Foreign Mission

Board that student will be engaged for

Foreign Mission work after graduation.

Other information will be furnished

upon request. The advisability of an

early application is suggested.

Yours very truly,

Pittsburg and Allegheny Free

Kindergarten Association.

(Anna Marshall McCracken, Secy.)

Only the selfish and useless are ever free. Those who are worth anything in this

world are bound by a hundred claims upon them. They must either stay caught in

the meshes of love and duty, or wrench themselves free.

—

Inner Shrine.

vfS ^ ^
Set yourself earnestly to see what you were made to do, and then set yourself

earnestly to do it
* *

*, and the loftier your purpose is the more sure you will be

to make the world richer with every enrichment of yourself .—Phillips Brooks.
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EDITORIAL NOTES.
On revising the mailing list of Olive

Trees, we find that about eighty-four

persons, to whose addresses the paper has

been sent regularly to this date, are not

credited with payment of subscription

since December, 1909. We do not send

out any bills, as the month and year when

the subscription expires are distinctly

written on every wrapper. We therefore

request all who are in arrears to remit

the amount due as soon as convenient. If

any one, interested in missionary news, is

not able to pay and will write us in con-

fidence to that effect, we shall cheerfully

continue sending Olive Trees to him
free to the end of the calendar year.

Our readers should bear in mind that

they are working with us in the issue of

a monthly journal, not to promote the

material interests of any individual, but

to help on the cause of Christ in foreign

lands, and the $168 due would be of great

assistance in meeting the expense of its

publication during the remaining months

of 1911. Please think, and when you have

thought yourself into good humor, act. If

you have torn up the wrapper this time,

be careful to examine the one that cov-

ers the next number. Then we will all be

happier and better able to keep the

churches informed as to the condition and

needs of the foreign missionary work.

Special attention is called to the Re-

port of the Foreign Mission Board and

the Field Reports, published in the June

and July numbers of Olive Trees. Every

paper is filled with reliable information,

and every paragraph will repay careful

study. What is needed in the home

churches is such a view of the foreign

missions as will lead to greater activity

and zeal in their support and extension,

and this can only be obtained from these

official reports and statements.

An advance movement demands greater

liberality in giving, and the Synodical ap-

propriations of $20,000 for the Levant

and $10,000 for China should be raised in

full.

Study the Money Question.

But more than money, there is need of

missionaries, not idealists, but laborers,

men and women of marked being, who
realize that there is something for them

to do in the evangelization of the world,

men and women, described in the Report

of the Board as “intellectually gifted,

possessed of the evangelistic spirit, spe-

cially trained for the department in which

they wish to serve, and above all, fully

surrendered.” There should be twenty-

eight missionaries, made up of ministers,

physicians, teachers and trained nurses,

added to the present force at once, and

on the field as soon as they can be ready.

Any one wishing to go should write to

R. M. Sommerville, Corresponding Sec-

retary, 325 West Fifty-sixth Street, New
York, for application blanks, then during

the winter take such a course of training

as the Board may suggest, and thus be

ready to leave in the early autumn of

1912.

Study the Personal Question.

But more than well qualified men and

women there must be prayer, unceasing

and importunate intercessory prayer.

Study the Prayer Question.

Through the courtesy of Mr. Fennell

P. Turner, General Secretary of the Stu-

dent Volunteer Movement, we have a copy

of “The Unoccupied Mission Fields of

Africa and Asia. ” The name of the

author, Samuel M. Zwemer, F. R. G. S..
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is a sufficient guarantee of the excellence

of this volume, the purpose of which, as

lie says in the Preface, “is to give a sur-

vey of the extent and condition of the

wholly unoccupied mission fields in

Africa and Asia, including Malaysia, from

the standpoint of Protestant missions,

and to consider the questions that bear

on their occupation.” There will be

found on its pages instruction, stimulus

to self-surrender, and thrilling calls to

bear a part in the hardships and triumphs

of pioneer service in mission fields.

We recommend this book to advanced

mission study classes rather than Dr.

Speer’s “Light of the World,” which is

better adapted to young people. The

Student Volunteer Movement will fill

orders for single copies or packages of this

volume at the rate of $1 and 50 cents for

the cloth and paper cover edition respec-

tively, postage or expressage prepaid.

M e are also indebted to Mr. Turner

for “A War of the Student Volunteer

Movement for Foreign Missions.”

We have to thank Mr. Andrew Car-

negie for “The Peace Problem,” through

its publishers, The Fleming H. Eevell Co.

This book, from the pen of Frederick

Lynch, author of “The Enlargement of

Life,” etc., is a valuable contribution to

the literature of the modern international

peace movement, and we hope it will have

a wide and educative circulation.

WANTED.—A young man to go to Cyprus in the autumn to assist in the school work

at Larnaca, Rev. J. D. Edgar being forced by the illness of his wife to return to

America for a year or two. The applicant must be a college graduate and have had

some experience in teaching, and will be expected to serve for a term of three or

five years. Write for Application Blanks to R. M. Sommerville, 325 West 56th Street,

New York.

Testimony Publishing Company, 808

La Salle Avenue, Chicago, is circulating

a leaflet, from which we clip

:

WHY NOT?
1. Become an intercessory Christian.

Surely you can do this much—pray defi-

nitely and earnestly for the salvation of

others. If you are not interested to at

least this extent, you are in a deplorable

state and need praying for yourself.

2. Become a soul-winner for life. You
can do it, no matter what your “secular

occupation.” The latter may be used to

“pay expenses”— (just as tent-making

was used in Paul’s case). No other in-

vestment of time and effort will pay as

large dividends all through eternity.

3. Obtain the soul-winner s qualifica-

tions. These may be easily possessed by

any true Christian, no matter how hum-
ble in station or how limited in social

or intellectual attainments. They are

simply these: A heart cleansed and filled

with the Holy Spirit, and an outward

life that is entirely consistent and through

which flows the convicting and drawing

power of the Spirit. Then use the Word
and go to work, as the Spirit may lead.

4. Begin now! Souls are perishing on

every hand—do you realize this? Don't

wait! A poor, stammering Christian

with Christ in his heart, is of infinitely

greater service to God, no matter how

many blunders he makes, than the great-

est pulpit orator that ever lived, without

Christ.

L. M. S. Reports are crowded out by mission letters that have first claim on our space.
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Rev. Jas. S. Stewart, D. D. ...

Rev. Andrew J. McFarland
Rev. Samuel Edgar

J. M. Balph, M. D
Miss Mattie R. Wylie, on furlough

Miss Maggie B. Edgar
Miss F. May Elsey

Miss A. Louise Crockett

Latakia, Syria.

Rev. Robert E. Willson

John Peoples, M. D
Miss Evadna M. Sterrett
Miss Elma French

Mersina
,
Asia Minor.

Rev. Walter McCarroll )

Rev. J. D. Edgar ... S- Larnaca, Cyprus.
Mr. Charles A. Stewart \

Rev. A. I. Robb, D. D...
Rev. J. K. Robb
Rev. Julius Kempf
Rev. William M. Robb on furlough
Rev. D R. Taggart
J. M. Wright, M. D
Miss Kate McBurney, M. D. ...

Miss Ida M. Scott, M. D
Miss Jf.nnie Dean
Miss Rose Huston
Miss Annie J. Robinson ...

Tak Ming Chau
,
West River

,

South China.

Rev. Ernest C. Mitchell
j

Miss Jean McBurney, M. D
f

Do Sing
,
West River, South China .

HOME MISSIONARIES OF THE REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN 1911.

Rev. W. W. Carithers, Indian Mission
,

Apache
,

O. T.

Rev. W. J. Sanderson, Southern Mission

,

Selma
,
Ala.

Mr. William Carson, Jewish Mission
,

800 So. Fifth Street
,
Philadelphia

,
Pa.

post office addresses of treasurers.
Syrian Mission, Mission in China and Church Erection—Dr. S. A. S.

Metheny, 617 N. 43d Street, Philadelphia, Pa.

Domestic Mission
;

Southern Mission; Indian Mission; Testimony
Bearing; Sustentation; Theological Seminary; Ministers’, Widows’ and
Orphans’ Fund; Literary; Students' Aid—Mr. J. S. Tibby, 411 Penn Building,
Pittsburg, Pa.

Jewish Mission—Dr. S. A, S. Metheny, 617 N. 43d Street, Philadelphia, Pa.

Aged People’s Home—Mrs. A. G. Wallace, 235 Fourth Ave., Pittsburg, Pa.
National Reform—Mr. T. S. Tibby, 41 1 Penn Building, Pittsburg, Pa.



Transportation AgencySsUiE3&SSS1*
.

All questions relating to Railway and Steamship Rates
for Mission arfes and Freight should be addressed to

WILLIAM G. CARSON, 205 SOUTH 42d STREET,
PHILADELPHIA, PA.

Telephone, 785 Morningside

WM. McCLEAN’S SON
Undertaker and Embalmer

SOS WEST 134th STREET

ROBERT L. McCLEAN NEW YORK
f - ;

WILLIAM R. JE1ISIKINS,
Putollshior, Bookseller, Stationer and Printer.

Publisher and Importer of FRENCH BOOKS,

851 <fc 853 SIXTH AVENUE,
N. W. Cor. 48th Street, NEW YORK.

Card Engraving, Stamping, Wedding Invitations,

PICTURES AND RICTURE FRAMING.
SEND FOR CATALOGUE.

Te!»phone, 2700 Worth. Established I860.

The J. W. Pratt Co.

Printers and

Manufacturing Stationers,

52 to 58 DUANE STREET, NEW YORK.

EYESIGHT TESTING ROOMS^ FOR SPECTACLES
24 West 33d Street, New York Telephone, 6363 Madison Square

1215 Bedford Avenue, bet. Halsey and Hancock Streets, Brooklyn, N. Y.

JAMES S. TIBBY Pittsburg, Pa.

MACKEOWN

SELLS THE FOLLOWING COVENANTER LITERATURE

PSALM BOOKS (old and new versions), TESTIMONY,
BOOK OF DISCIPLINE, MINUTES OF SYNOD, CON-
FESSION OF FAITH, CATECHISMS, TALES OF
COVENANTERS, POETS and POETRY, ROMANISM
ANALYZED, HISTORY OF THE TRIAL, 1891

WRITE F"OR PRICES


